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no matter what he does." Lavater's words had been fu filled: " Goethe would be a splendid man of authority wi1 a prince. That is where he belongs. He has the makir of a king."
Whoever can make others happy is happy himse! Goethe felt this in his political activity, and felt it reac ing on him for good in still another way. Practical woi formed a wholesome counterpoise to his passions ai imaginative life. True, he had such an antidote at his di posal in Frankfort in his practice as an advocate; but tfo was so odious to him that he kept as far away from it possible. "Even if it were only for a few years, still it better than an inactive life at home, where with the be of intentions I can accomplish nothing. Here I have a fc duchies before me" (to Johanna Fahlmer, February i 1776). Even the opposition which he meets is welcoir The gushing spring of life-energy does not grow stagnar it keeps up a refreshing flow. " As I am now in a positi< where I have to summon all my powers from day to da and must needs meet the great and small problems of lo and hate, infamy and power, with my own heart and brai I am happy" (to Burger, February 2, 1776). "I am n what you would call overwhelmed with affairs of state, b am all the more-annoyed by that which is at the bottom all such affairs, viz., the crazy whims, passions and folli< weaknesses and strong points of men. This is adva tageous for me in that it leaves me no time to think of in self, and as Frau Aja remembers that I was intolerable wh nothing annoyed me, I am now safe, since I have anno ances" (to his mother, November 6, 1776). It must ha deepened his satisfaction that from the moment wh Fritsch decided to remain in office the circle of his admire continually increased. This was a signal that Goethe's e signified, not an immature revolutionary policy, but an < ganic union of the present with the vital elements of t past.
By the side of the great political position which the Du bestowed upon his favourite, it seems very unimportant